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Diagnostic Language Assessment
• Fine-grained feedback; Low-
stakes;• Strengths & weaknesses à
Instruction/treatment.• Existing testing systems (e.g., CriterionETS,
DIALANG,DELTA, DELNA, etc.) oWer some possibilities but

also havesome
limitations.(Alderson et al., 2014; Alderson et al., 2015;

Harding et al., 2015)
Academic Reading
• Crucial for learning (Moore et al.,
2012)• However, existing systems
lack:o Expeditious global reading

itemso Higher-level skills (e.g., reading across
texts/buildingan inte_extual model)

validationo Texts at the di`culty of university
students.o The testing of text
structure(Weir et al., 2012; Weir &

Chan, 2019)
The Chilean Context
• No studies on EFL teacher
education.• Current diagnoses show unclear test purpose,
validation,and

use.(Giaconi, et al.
2019) PhD project
To design and validate aspects of a new diagnostic

assessment of academic reading
for Chilean EFL teacher education programmes

VALIDITY ARGUMENT

TEST SPECIFICATIONS abr.

The
observations ofpeformance on
the EFLAcademic Reading
Diagnosisreveal abilities
that arerelevant and
representativeof those in the target
domainof language
use.

DOMAIN
DEFINITION
INFERENCE

EVALUATION
INFERENCE

GENERALISATION
INFERENCE

EXPLANATION
INFERENCE

The scores on
the EFLAcademic Reading
Diagnosisaccurately
summarizerelevant peformance
on thetest
tasks.

Observed scores on
the EFLAcademic Reading
Diagnosisare estimates of
expectedscores that test takers
wouldreceive on
comparable testtasks and testing
occasions.

The expected scores
on EFLAcademic Reading
Diagnosisare ahributed to a
constructof reading
ability.

Purpose: To diagnose academic
reading in EFLSpeciic purpose A. Expeditious global reading -

skimming B. Expeditious local reading -
scanningC. Evaluative
readingD. Synthesising across

Target
languagesituation

Reading for
academicstudies in English

as aforeign
languageteacher

Input sources Authentic academic texts
such as: online media, textbooks,

academicjournals, academic
websites,teacher

Topics Education, language
learning, linguistics,
appliedlinguistics,
educationalpsychology

Phase
1COMPLETED

(QUAN+QUAL)

Research question Data collection Data analysis

Questionnaires:
Students:

reading
experiences

Interviews:
Teacher
educators;Programme

directors:diagnostic
practices

Descriptive
statistics(quan)

Thematic
analysis(qual)

RQ1: What are the
diagnosticpractices in

Chilean EFLteacher
educationprogrammes?

RQ2: What are the
academicreading practices
in ChileanEFL teacher

educationprogrammes?

Phase
2Validity

Argument(QUAN+QUAL)

5
universities:4

directors9 teacher
educators

5
universities:147
students

Test
DevelopmentTest
speciicationsPrototype
tasks

Pilot
Testing

Field
Testing

Test
Validation

Expe_
judgement10 teacher
educators

Item statistical
analysis1

university30
students

Item statistical
analysis2-3

universities100-150
students

Post-test
questionnaireDescriptive

statisticsThink aloud
protocolsThematic/content

analysis20-30
students

To what extent do test
scores on theEFL Academic Reading
Diagnosisaccurately

summarise relevantpeformance on
the test tasks?(Evaluation

inference)

To what extent do test
scores on theEFL Academic Reading
Diagnosisreqect peformance
consistency?(Generalisation

inference)

To what extent are
scores on theEFL Academic Reading

Diagnosisahributed to a
construct of academicreading

ability?(Explanation
inference)
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